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Board Notes by Diane Cartwright, Board Chair
Mission
Statement

There was no December
Board Meeting due to the
holidays. Below is a message from our president.

mitting to a common vision
and mission will be our focus. You will receive more
detailed information soon.

“All Faiths
Unitarian Congregation
is a welcoming,
caring community
seeking diversity,
practicing openness,
and encouraging
personal and spiritual
growth...

Happy New Year! May
you all find love, peace,
health, and joy through this
new year. With the start of
the new year All Faiths will
be celebrating 15 years as
a congregation by looking
back at our accomplishments
and focusing on our future
together as a loving, caring
community. The beginning
of a year is a great time to
commit and recommit to
those things we value.

Led by our own Kay
Riegler, the workshop will
allow us to envision how
we will live our values at
All Faiths in the next five or
more years. What do you
like most about All Faiths?
What one change would
you like to see? What is our
place in the community? We
will have some lively discussions, some laughs, and
some good food. This event
will be a great way to deepen
relationships with others and
find our common goals.

“We are working
toward a just,
free, peaceful and
compassionate
world....”

Your Board encourages
you to keep All Faiths as
a priority in your life. We
want everyone to take part
in a congregational workshop on Saturday, January
23. Recommitting and com-

The Board also hopes you
will commit or recommit to
All Faiths in terms of making a pledge to support our
community. At the January

meeting the Board will be
approving a budget proposal
to guide us through our 2016
pledge drive. The Stewardship Team has organized a
series of house parties so that
everyone can have an opportunity to talk about our
future and understand our
needs. If you cannot attend
one of the parties, someone
will be reaching out to you
for a one-on-one conversation. We want everyone to
have a voice.
Another way to commit or
recommit is to become involved in one of the committees or activities that are a part
of our community. Why not
visit a committee meeting on
a trial basis to see if it is something you might enjoy? Resolve to try one new activity
continued on page 7
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Increasing Love & Justice
by The Rev. Margaret L. Beard

It is the beginning of a new year
and leaders in different areas are
making lots of plans for All Faiths.
I just returned from our first Sunday of having two services and I
am wondering what themes you
would be most interested in hearing more about. Do you come to
All Faiths to grapple with life’s questions; to find comfort
for what is troubling you; to be challenged to think about
something in a new way; or for an opportunity to deepen
your faith? Perhaps you come to be in the presence of
something greater than yourself: a highest value, the ideal,
God, or the power of community.
Perhaps you came to a service in pain—physical or emotional seeking the balm that only this congregation can
provide. Do you hope to become a better person? The
kind you want to be or at least the one that the dog believes
you are. Perhaps to help others get there as well? Did you
come to gain support; to live out your values in the world?
Whatever the reason, I am interested in how All Faiths and
I can support you on your religious journey. One way to
explore some of these questions and issues is during a service on Sunday morning. What question is pulling at your
mind or heart? How may I (or we) be of service? Please
think about it and let me know. I am really interested!
			
— Margaret

Joys, Sorrows & Milestones
With our apologies for any omissions, here are the joys, sorrows
& milestones of our members expressed in December:

Ellie Boyd is now in assisted living. Please email or call
the office to get the address and room number if you wish to
visit or send cards.
Ernie Fierro’s daughter, Amy Jeanne Charland, died at
the age of 56. We had a lovely memorial service for her at
All Faiths. We extend our deepest sympathy to Ernie and all
his family.
Rosemary Loveday has been diagnosed with breast
cancer and is exploring treatment options. We hope that she
will have a successful outcome.
Dan Tudor’s wife Donna has been at MDAnderson
Cancer Clinic in Houston, TX for some time. She has been
receiving experimental treatments to prepare her for stem
cell transplants. We are praying that everything goes well.

by Joyce Ramay
Chair, Finance Committee
November was a good month and we are hopeful that
December will be even better. We are grateful for the
generosity of our members and friends who support our
congregation in so many ways – with time, talent and
treasure. We look forward to a happy and prosperous
2016 for All Faiths and all of you!!

JANUARY SERMONS

Cash Assets as of 12-1-15

January 03: “A Web of Connections”  
The Rev. Margaret L. Beard with
The Rev. Eric Cherry
January 10: “Love Your Neighbors as Themselves”
Suzanne Fast

Iberia Bank		
Iberia Op. Reserve		
Raymond James Legacy
Pay Pal			
Total as of 12-1-15

$12,956.15		
18,428.54
31,488.37
70.00
$62,943.06

November 2015
Income		
$22,132.85		
Expenses			
16,171.49
Gain			
$ 5,961.36

January 17: "Dear Dr. King"
The Rev. Margaret L. Beard
January 24: "Let's Make it Real!"
The Rev. Margaret L. Beard
January 31: “Leadership in a Time of Urgency and
Polarization”
The Rev. Margaret L. Beard
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Finance Report

Connections

11 months 2015				
Income		
$186,662.28		
Expenses
194,153.58
Loss			
($ 7,491.30)

January 2016

Happy
January
Birthday to you!
Jan 1
Jan 5
Jan 13
Jan 15
Jan 21
Jan 22
Jan 27
Jan 27
Jan 28

Shea Fierro
Colleen North
Joyce Schaffer
Karen Sorenson
Ernie Fierro
Susan Meissner
Lewis Robinson
Matt Stark
Fran Way

And coming up...
Feb 3 Midge Magstadt
Feb 10 Beverly Simpson

Ongoing Events at All Faiths
Monthly Movie, Monday., January 11 at 10:30 am
The Seven Faces of Dr. Lao - (see page 10)
Contact: Robert Bennett, rbnftmy@aol.com
The Program Support Council hosts a movie every month. They
try to pick documentaries with interesting topics for discussion.
Suggested donation, $2.

Free Inquiry Group (FIG) – January 21 at 6pm

Special guest speaker Emarie Wakefield. She is the youngest
recipient of a student essay award from Freedom From Religion
Foundation at 8 years old.
Emarie Wakefield - Cliff Richards Memorial Student Activist Award Freedom From Religion Foundation
Meeting on the 3rd Thursday of the Month
Contact: Sharon Gray, geema1@yahoo.com
FIG of SW Florida is a group of humanists, rationalists, skeptics,
free thinkers, atheists and agnostics. The first segment of each FIG
meeting is a social time with pizza provided by the club (bring your
own beverage and /or dinner). Second segment, tons of insightful
topics and discussions.

Solos Group Events
Contact: Annely Hudanick,
annelyblue@hotmail.com
Breaking News!
The All Faiths' Singles will now be the
All Faiths' Solos.
To be more inclusive to all our members
we have decided to change our name.
Everyone will be welcome to join us
for our outings and Lunch w/w movie
dates. No need to sit at home while
hubby goes golfing or the missus goes
to tap dance lessons.

Eat, Drink & Be Merry Potlucks

Approximately 5:30 or 6pm at various locations
Call the office (226-0900) for more information.
If you are interested in attending a potluck – or hosting one! –
please sign up at the Activities Table. This is a terrific way to meet
new people!

Meditation - Wed. at 7pm & Friday at 10:30am

Wed. Contact: David Hauenstein, david-hauenstein@usa.net
Friday Contact: Jeanne Ezell, jeannezell@gmail.com
Join friends to develop your mindfulness, compassion, and sense
of serenity.

Coming Soon

Sorry, however, the potlucks are still
reserved for "single" Solos!
January 2, 2016, 1:00pm, hostess
Kathleen Weber 239-243-8541

February 20 - 6:30pm - Bubble Club Event (see page ?)
February 21 - 12:30pm - Founders' Day boxed lunch.
March 4 - 6:30pm - Acoustic Eidolon

January 9, 2016, 1:00 pm, lunch w/wo
movie, Pizza 2000, 7101 Cypress Lake
Dr., Ste. 61, Fort Myers 33907
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January 2016
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
10:30am
Meditation

3

9 &11am
Service

4

10am
R.E. Class

9 &11am
Service

5

2pm
Climate Mtg.

10

10am
R.E. Class

11

10:30am Movie:
The 7 Faces of
Dr.Lao

6

7

10:30am
Meditation

Sat
1

8

13

14
10am
Finance Mtg.

10:30am
Meditation

15

12:30pm
Newsletter Mtg.

17

9 &11am
Service________
10am R.E. Class

LIFE COLLECTION

18

7pm
Meditation

19

OFFICE
CLOSED

7pm
Meditation

McGregor Clinic
Collection

24

9 &11am
Service
10am RE Class
7pm ACMA
Concert:
Eaglesmith &
The Traveling
Steam Show

Animal Shelter
Collection
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20

3:30pm
Board Mtg.

Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day

Getting to Know
YoUU (Pg. 9)

25

1pm
Stewardship
House Party (at
All Faiths)
hosted by
Nathalie Hahn
Please Sign Up

26

9

1pm
Solos Lunch w/wo
a Movie
(Pg.4)

16

7pm
ACMA Concert:
HomeGrown
Songwriters:
Brian Gallant,
Melissa Welke,
Pete Benson

1:30pm
Prog. Supp. Mtg.
2pm Nominating
Comm. Mtg.

2

7pm
ACMA Concert:
Heather Pierson w.
Joe Virga opening

7pm
Meditation

12

1pm
“Single” Solos
Potluck (Pg.4)

27

21

10:30am
Meditation

22

6pm
Free Inquiry
Group

28

23

Time t/b/d
VISION
WORKSHOP

7pm
ACMA Concert
Jaime Michaels &
John Wort Hannam
w. Scotty Duncan
on fiddle

10:30
Meditation

29

30

7pm
ACMA Concert:
Kelley McRae &
Matt Castelein w.
Ricky Baker
opening

31
7pm
Meditation
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STEP OUT TO ALL FAITH'S

Bubble Club

Featuring Torch Singer

Joan Marshall

Direct from the Cotton Club!

Step back to the nightclubs of the 40's.
Where you sipped champagne and dined
on an assortment of small plated cuisine
by candlelight while listening to
songs by a world renowned singer.

Along with special guests!

$25 per person

Advanced ticket sales only.
No tickets at the door.

Includes

Champagne
Non-Alcoholic Champagne
Sparkling Punch
Assorted small plates to be served
throughout the show.
Luscious Desserts.
100% of proceeds, after related
expenses, beneÞt All Faiths.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2016 ~ 6:00 PM
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Intern Minister News

Climate Action Team News

by Katie Romano Griffin, Intern Minister

by Joan Marshall, Co-Chair

Last month I shared a bit about my
spiritual practice for December. I read
a Unitarian Universalist prayer and
meditated on hope and peace for a minimum of 5-minutes daily. This practice
helped keep me grounded when life and
world events became chaotic. It was interesting to note that even though I had
a stack of papers to complete in preparation for my trip this month to Chicago, and even though
we had some major tragedies occur across the nation and
the globe, I felt more attuned to hope and the possibility for
peace. I know that some of you who also did this work had
similar experiences. As I prepare to head to Meadville Lombard Theological School for my January semester, I expect
to put this practice to the test.
Reverend Beard will be joining me for a few days at the
start of my January term. This is part of her role as my Internship Supervisor and Adjunct Faculty at Meadville Lombard Theological School. Together we will learn all that
we need to in order to move into my next semester as your
intern.
I have four intensive class units this January. The first,
with Reverend Beard, is called “Congregational Studies” and
it deals with learning how to be an effective congregational
minister. The second class is about crafting and delivering
memorable sermons on a variety of topics from world events
and Unitarian Universalist history, to capital campaigns and
spiritual direction. My third class is about religious education and my last class relates to creating collaborative and intergenerational ministries. With the help of Reverend Beard
and the Ministerial Internship Committee, I hope to discover
ways to utilize this knowledge in a manner that serves the All
Faiths community.
I am looking forward to seeing you all in February when
I return.

Board Notes

A big THANK YOU to everyone who is
participating in our anti-fracking letterwriting campaign this month. If you
haven’t yet had a chance to write to your
Florida legislators, please ask Regina
for a copy of the email from the Climate
Action Team. Now is the time to let our
representatives know that we are paying
attention to what’s happening in Tallahassee and that
we oppose HB 191 and SB 318 which would deny local
governments the right to ban or regulate fracking in their
communities.
January will be a busy month for our Climate Action Team.
Our anti-fracking letter-writing campaign will continue with
the focus now shifting to local newspapers. Look for an
email with suggestions for publications to send your letters
to the editor.
The Florida Interfaith Climate Action Conference will be
taking place near Orlando on January 28th to the 30th. We
will be sending a delegation from All Faiths. It promises to be
an extraordinary event, filled with both information and inspiration. If you are interested in attending and would like more
information about the conference please contact Joan Marshall
as soon as possible. Her phone number is 239-466-7262.
The Climate Summit that took place last month in Paris
was a landmark event in the world’s struggle to overcome
the impact of climate change upon the lives of people everywhere. But the accord which was reached is non-binding
and will only make a difference if the world’s people demand
action from their governments, from businesses and institutions of every kind and from themselves. The struggle for
a sustainable and just future is only beginning. It will take
constant vigilance and dedication if it is to succeed. Your
Climate Action Team is grateful for the continued support
and commitment of our congregation to this fundamental
and essential cause.

continued from page 2

at All Faiths this month. Perhaps you have an idea for something that you do not see in our current committee or activity
offerings. Do you have an idea for a class? Interested in an
a cappella group? Want to organize potlucks? How about Tai
Chi? You might want to suggest your idea to find if there are
others interested as well. Why not?

my All Faiths relationships and service to this caring community. As we take stock and look to our future together,
please heed calls for your time, talent, and treasure. We need
your help, your leadership, and yes, your financial pledge.
Any contribution you make is valued. We are all in this together, and the future is bright.

For me, one way I find joy and love in my life is through
Page 7
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Together on the Journey
Each month the newsletter team will profile an All Faiths'
veteran and/or new member. This month David Slocum shares
his story in his own words.

David Slocum
Reformed Fundamentalist
Member Since 2011
I was born in Ohio, but didn't stay there long. My mother
had been a Pentecostal missionary in Hong Kong before her
marriage, and my father also felt God's call. So in 1948, with
five children and one on the way, the family shipped out to
Hong Kong. For three years we preached the gospel and
taught English.
A few miles away, Chairman Mao was completing the
Communist takeover of all mainland China. Hong Kong as a
British colony was deemed safe from invasion, but the U.S.
Consul advised Americans to leave. Mom hadn't seen her
native Britain for 20 years, so "God Save the Queen".
For 3 years we lived in a stone house on an island between
England and Ireland. My sister Mary taught me to read from
the Bible, sounding out words like "Nebuchadnezzar". Mom
preached at the Methodist chapels, and they trotted out 5-year
old David to read the Bible in front of the church. I started
school and learned English the way it should be spoken. All
of us kids made fun of Dad's American accent.
But he was a foreigner, and when his current job ended
he couldn't find another. So we prepared to come back to
America, which Mom assured us was 'a land flowing with
milk and honey'.
In Chicago, the school skipped me above my age level.
Maybe British schools are more demanding. In high school
biology class, I led the Creation side in an Evolution debate.
The teacher, a good Catholic, declared us the winner.
I went to a small midwestern college, with a double major
in Mathematics and Economics. At graduation in 1967 the
major issue facing all guys was "what will you do about Viet
Nam?" Some joined the Reserves or National Guard, some
got lucky with a high lottery number, some got drafted. My
lottery number was a loser, and I had visions of storming
Pork Chop Hill.
My brother came to the rescue. He worked at Commonwealth
Edison and said the head of H.R. was looking for Math majors
to be Computer Programmers. In the interview, he explained
the job came with an Occupational Deferment. I signed up,
and began learning IBM Mainframe programming.
After Edison, I moved to Trans Union credit data company,
where I created the database and other software. For 12 years,
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I consulted on Time Inc. Database systems. I did software for
several companies until my retirement in 2003.
From earliest childhood, I had been interested in history,
origins, and science. I probed the Bible's creation account
and histories. But the fundamentalist view that the Bible
contains all knowledge quickly broke down as I saw that
other books and ideas existed. I remember the moment when
I realized that the crazy idea that earth's magnetic field flips
periodically, fits perfectly with observations of alternately
magnetized strips of seafloor in the Atlantic, and continents
moving on tectonic plates. Later I became a disciple of Carl
Sagan, and now Neil DeGrasse Tyson.
Also, from about age 10 I had a problem with God. Everyone
else in church appeared to have an intimate relationship with
the deity. I tried, but my attempts to pray were futile. Why
could I not talk to God as they all did? The answer was a
truth that dare not speak its name.
In 1996, I descended from the high-rise on Lake Michigan,
and moved to a leafy suburb. I didn't know anyone there, but
had to be on terra firma. Ever since, I have enjoyed digging,
planting, and chain-sawing.
In the 70s and 80s I was a runner, doing 25 to 30 miles
a week. This was great for exploring the cities I visited for
business. I spent most of 1978 in Washington, D.C. on a
government contract. I ran through Dupont Circle, Embassy
Row, Georgetown, the towpath, and Rock Creek Park. Once
a stranger ran with me for 5 miles, getting to know everything
about who I was and what I was doing. Must have been a
spy.
But running breaks the body, and I gave it up and started
bike-riding. I rode often, usually alone, working up to 50 and
60 mile days. An erstwhile girlfriend introduced me to bike
clubs, and for several years they were my riding buddies.
After retirement, I was riding 4 or 5 days a week, 30-, 50and 80-mile rides. My two century rides (100 miles in a day)
were in 2005.
With no job, winters in Chicago were pretty pointless. I
loved San Diego, but wanted to snowbird, so in 2006 I came
to Florida. The only Floridian I knew was in Cape Coral,
so I took a shot. I soon fell out with him, and a short-lived
romance ended disastrously, leaving me depressed and lonely
for a while. A friend brought me to All Faiths, and I knew it
was for me. Happy to discover a liberal community in a sea of
fundamentalism. And what a coincidence that Wayne too is
a reformed Pentecostal. Confidentially, I once got him to do
his speaking-in-tongues routine. I can still do my mother's.
Peace Out.
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Getting to Know YouUU

Support McGregor Clinic
Ongoing Food & Clothing Drive

Two Sessions on January 17th
An opportunity to new people to learn more about us

  On Sunday, January 17, after the first service there will
be a "Getting to Know YoUU Q & A” session in the minister's office and after the second service in the sanctuary with
Reverend Beard and a board member. This will be a brief
and informal time for new people to ask questions about All
Faiths and/or Unitarian Universalism.

We will be collecting non-perishable food and
clothing for the McGregor Clinic on the 3rd Sunday of every month. Our next collection will be on
January 17. Joyce Schaffer, Coordinator
Needed are: Women’s/Men's Underwear, Men's
Clothing, Cereal, Peanut Butter, and Tuna.

TRAVEL TO BOLIVIA WITH MANO A MANO
Join a group from Mano a Mano International as we travel south to learn first-hand about the work of this organization,
co-founded by All Faiths members Segundo and Joan Velasquez. Segundo will be leading the 9-day travel experience
from March 12 – 20, 2016.
Dedicated to improving health and well-being in very low-income rural Bolivian communities, Mano a Mano has
built and co-administers 154 community clinics that have more than 1,000,000 patient visits yearly, constructed
55 schools in remote regions and built water projects that serve 40,000, all in respectful partnership with local
residents.
The March trip will focus on Mano a Mano’s most recent program, its Center for Ecological Agriculture, which
integrates its health, water and food production programs to create more sustainable rural communities. There
you will meet farmers whose families live on less than a dollar a day. You will also travel to rural communities
to learn about their daily lives and stand in
solidarity with them as they strive to improve
their children’s future. You will visit clinics,
schools and water projects built by Mano a
Mano. And you will meet dedicated staff and
volunteers from Mano a Mano’s Bolivian
sister organizations who work tirelessly with
very modest resources to improve the living
conditions of their fellow Bolivians.
All Faiths member Charlotte Blitt has traveled
to Bolivia several times with Mano a Mano
and is a passionate advocate for its programs.
Interested persons could talk with her or
telephone Segundo at 651-324-8471 (he looks
forward to returning to Florida and All Faiths
in February).
This pilgrimage to one of South America’s most fascinating countries will challenge and inspire you. It will show
you how resilient people overcome adversity, working together to strengthen health and economic opportunity. It
will deepen your understanding of generosity, service and joy. It may even change you for life.
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A Joyous Celebration

Congregational Vision
Workshop
January 23, 2016 - Save the Date
Time to be Determined

Kay Riegler will lead a Vision Workshop on Saturday,
January 23, 2016, that the congregation is encouraged
to attend. The workshop will allow us to envision how
we will live our values at All Faiths in the next five or
more years. You will have the opportunity to share your
views on what you like most about All Faiths; what one
change would you like to see; what is our place in the
community; and much more.
This event will be a great way to deepen our
relationships with others and find our common goals as
a congregation.

January is Pet Shelter
Collection Month

An Opportunity for
Leadership Development is
Coming Again to UUCFM!

Our Unitarian Universalist 7th Principle state reminds us we
are a part of The Interdependent Web of all existence.

January 15 through March 12, 2016
Modeled from high-level corporate training programs
but tailored to fit the culture and dynamics of our
spiritual community.
The Leadership Development Program will be
available to UUCFM and All Faiths' members who:
• hold current leadership positions in the
Church
• are employed at the Church
• are volunteers at the Church
• are interested in a future leadership
position in the Church
The program is offered in three weekend sessions
beginning January 15 and concluding March 12,
2016. Each weekend will start Fridays at 6 p.m. to
9p.m. and Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. There
is a $25 registration fee.
Please contact Regina at the office for a brochure
and registration information: 239-226-0900.
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Above, Gabriel English and Rev. Mark Bowen with
Rev. Beard, who performed their wedding ceremony on
December 27th. Rev. Bowen is the minister of our congregation in San Juan, Puerto Rico.

Shelters provide a safe and nurturing environment for these
animals until they can find a forever home. To help them in
their mission, they would appreciate donations of pet food,
treats, cleaning supplies, and any of the items listed below.
For more information contact: Sharon Gray (geema1@
yahoo.com 565-2474, or Annely Hudanick
(annelyblue@hotmail.com 471-0242). If you have a favorite
LOCAL shelter or rescue organization, please let us know.
SHELTER WISH LIST
Dog Food (Dry and Canned)
Cat Litter (Clay and Scoopable)
Contractor Grade Trash Bags
Towels, large & small
Blankets, Comforters,
Pillow Cases, Sheets
Clorox Wipes
Tissues
Paper Towels
Bleach
Gift cards from Petsmart, PetCo or Pet Supermarket (or
other local pet store)
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Q&A About All Faiths' 2016 Pledge Drive
The annual All Faiths
Pledge Drive begins later this
month with a series of house
parties at various members’
homes. Sign-up sheets are
in the community room for
members and friends to sign
up for one of the parties most
convenient to their locations
and schedules. Members and
friends not able to sign up for
one of the house parties will
be contacted for a home visit
by one of the board members, stewardship team, or
committee chairperson. Because there are a number of
new aspects to this drive a
member of Connections sat
down with the Stewardship
Team to learn more about the
pledge drive system for fiscal year 2016-2017.
Why is the Stewardship
Team conducting the pledge
drive differently this year?
All Faiths has had difficulty these past two years operating within a budget based
solely on pledges. With a return of only 55% of the “Estimates of Giving” forms this
meant that the budget was
based mostly on guesswork
rather than on reasonable expectations.
But we’ve always met
our financial responsibilities, haven’t we?
Yes, but it was more of a
struggle. We had to dip into
reserves or rely on big donors to give more to make
up the difference. Plus, with
45% of members not returning a form we could not accurately predict meeting our
expenses, paying employees,
Page 11

offering quality programs or
gauging a comfortable level of
community involvement, etc.
It’s a lot like running a household--you build your budget
based on income that you know
you will be receiving.
Some of our members don’t like the word
“pledge.” Why do you
think that is?

minister, and office manager. It is necessary for the
total amount of pledges to
be known in order to build
a budget from expected income.
What about the concern
that making a pledge implies a commitment that
can’t be changed?

All Faiths understands that
Perhaps they think it is a someone’s financial situacommitment that’s etched in tion can change and fulfillstone, and UU’s don’t want ing a pledge might also need
to be held with their feet to to change. Things come up
the fire, especially financial- - illness, accidents, losing
ly. This belief is an enigma income through wages or inbecause whenever we have vestments, or the need to help
special collections or fund- a family member through a
raisers, our members dis- rough time. Circumstances
play amazing generosity. A change, not necessarily conpledge is a carefully thought venient to fiscal years. No
out commitment about some- one would expect a member
thing important. In this case whose circumstances change
one’s financial commitment for the worse to have to fulto All Faiths’ programs and fill a pledge. They just need
vision.
to let the office know.
So why not recycle the
“estimate of giving” form?
It’s not the term that’s
the problem; it’s the rate of
return. We could call it anything; but if we don’t get a
much larger return than 55%,
we’re still operating All
Faiths on hope rather than
fact.
I’ve heard that some members don’t like putting down
a pledge amount believing
that it is open for all eyes to
see. Is that a concern?
An individual’s pledge information is narrowly shared
with only a few people: the
treasurer, finance committee chair, stewardship chair,

I suppose the opposite is
true as well, sometimes one’s
financial expectations might
improve so that giving can
be increased mid-year?
Absolutely, I don’t think
we’d be saying “You can’t
give any more than your
pledge whether you’ve won
the lottery or not!”
Bill
Clontz, our UUA stewardship liaison, said he fulfills
his pledge to his own church
with a monthly check; but he
also “greens the plate” every
Sunday with something extra, anywhere from a dollar
bill to a twenty dollar bill,
depending on how much extra he feels he can contribute. This might be something
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some of us might want to
do.
So how much of an increase over a 55% return
do you want to achieve?
Ideally we need 100%
return to operate with full
knowledge; but that’s probably not going to happen. The
closer we can get to a 100%
return the more accurate our
budget will be.
So what is the follow-up? I
don’t understand this “Visiting Stewards” program.
Members who cannot attend a house party will be
contacted individually by a
member of the Stewardship
Committee, the Board of
Governors, or a committee
chairperson for a face-toface meeting. It’s an opportunity to talk about All Faiths,
what membership means
to the member, how things
are going and to receive the
member’s pledge card.
What if a member still
doesn’t want to fill out a
pledge card?
That’s his or her right. We
still would want to encourage any member to give consistently to All Faiths; we
don’t want to drive him or
her away.
One last question: are
pledges and payments on our
pledges going to be tracked
and reminders sent out to
individuals
periodically?
That’s not been decided
yet. Some people like being
reminded of their pledge
contributions thus far. Many
congregations do this. ■
January 2016

Americana Community Music
Association (ACMA)
January 2016 Concert
Line-Up at All Faiths
January 9
Heather Pierson
w. Joe Virga opening

Movie Time
Monday, January 11 - 10:30 a.m.

The Seven Faces of Dr. Lao

(1964) A mysterious circus comes to a western town
bearing wonders and characters that entertain the
inhabitants and teach valuable lessons.
Director: George Pal
Writers: Charles Beaumont (screen play), Charles G.
Finney
Stars: Tony Randall, Barbara Eden, Arthur O'Connell

January 16
HomeGrown Songwriters
Bruce Gallant, Melissa Welke
and Pete Benson
January 23
Jaime Michaels and John Wort Hannem
w. Scotty Duncan on Fiddle,
Ricky Baker opening

Help Wanted
Newsletter Editor and/or Coeditors Wanted
The Communications Team is looking for an Editor and/
or Coeditors for our monthly Connections newsletter.

January 30
Kelley McRae and Matt Castelein
w. Ricky Baker opening

Responsibilities
Meet with the Communications Team once a month to
review upcoming newsworthy events and activities and
determine newsletter content.

January Cleaning Crew Schedule
Before Sunday, Jan. 03
Before Sunday, Jan. 10
Before Sunday, Jan. 17
Before Sunday, Jan. 24
Before Sunday, Jan. 31

Joyce Ramay and Ed Kleinow
Chris and Steve Fisher
Bill Snider and Sharon Gray
Cloyd and Jeanne Ezell
Solos (f/k/a Singles) Group

Thanks to these member volunteers who show up
month after month, keep our beautiful building looking
presentable, and save us approximately $5,200 a year.

Review final draft of newsletter with layout person before
it goes to proofreaders and printer.
Requires strong writing and editing skills.
Compensation
The love and appreciation of the Newsletter Team
(especially Regina), and the entire congregation, as well
as the gratification of seeing your work memorialized in a
beautiful monthly newsletter.

Deadline for the February Issue of Connections
January 21
(Brief announcements may be accepted later,
and will be included if space and time permit.)
OFFICE HOURS: 10 am to 3:30 pm, Monday thru Thurs;
closed on Friday; 9 am to 11 am, Sunday.
Phone: 226-0900; E-mail: office@allfaiths-uc.org
Office Manager: Regina Kilmartin
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Contact writers and contributors to request written articles
and photographs. Take photographs at certain events.
Follow up to ensure that all pieces are received by the
monthly deadline, edited as needed, and formatted before
sending to the layout person, who also coedits and writes.

Please contact Regina at 239-226-0900 if you are interested
in being considered for this exciting opportunity.

Connections

January 2016

